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What is Approved Revs? 

• An extension allowing certain users to mark a revision as “approved” 
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• The approved revision is shown when people view the page 
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Approved Revs v0.7 
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• Approved Revs v0.7 allowed user groups to be given the 
“approverevisions” permission in LocalSettings.php 

 

  $wgGroupPermissions['sysop']['approverevisions'] = true; 
  $wgGroupPermissions['editors']['approverevisions'] = true; 

 

• Only these groups have the ability to determine what is 
the approved revision of a page 
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Approved Revs v0.7 
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• Which pages require approval is set at the namespace 
level, also in LocalSettings.php 

 
  $egApprovedRevsNamespaces = array( 
    NS_MAIN, NS_USER, NS_TEMPLATE, 
    NS_HELP, NS_PROJECT 
  ); 

 

• Individual pages can be made approvable by adding the 
magic word __APPROVEDREVS__ 
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v1.0 Permissions 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_MAIN     => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
        NS_USER     => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
        NS_HELP     => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
        NS_PROJECT  => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
    ) 
 
); 
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Basic Permissions 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_HELP => array( 
            'group' => 'sysop', 
            'group' => 'Reviewers', 
        ), 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array( 
            'group' => 'sysop' 
        ), 
        NS_BLOG => array( 
            'group' => 'sysop', 
            'creator' => true 
        ) 
    ) 
); • Specify namespaces requiring revisions 

• Specify who can edit those namespaces 

• A lot of duplication re-writing 'group' => 'sysop' 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
     
    ‘All Pages' => array ('group' => ‘sysop‘ ), 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_HELP => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers‘ ), 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array(), 
        NS_BLOG => array( 'creator' => true ) 
    ) 
 
); 

Simplified with “All Pages” 
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Approved by sysops and the 
user who created the page 

Approved by 
Reviewers and sysops 

Approved 
by sysops 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
     
    ‘All Pages' => array ('group' => ‘sysop‘ ), 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_HELP => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers‘ ), 
        NS_USER => array() 
    ) 
); 

The User Namespace 
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The user namespace is special. If user pages are approvable then 
each user is able to approve their own pages 

– Includes subpages 

– $egApprovedRevsSelfOwnedNamespaces no longer has any effect 

User namespace appears to be 
only approvable by sysops, but… 



Copyright © 2014 by United Space Alliance, LLC 

$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
    ‘All Pages' => array( 'group' => ‘sysop' ), 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_HELP => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers' ), 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array(), 
        NS_USER => array() 
    ), 
  
    'Page Permissions' => array ( 
        'Main Page' => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers' ), 
        'Help:Contents' => array( 'user' => 'Joe' ) 
    ) 
  
); 

Page Permissions 
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Help:Contents is only approvable 
by User:Joe and sysops 

Main Page is approvable 
by Reviewers and sysops 

Page permissions override namespace permissions, unless… 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
    'All Pages' => array( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_HELP => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers' ), 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array(), 
        NS_USER => array() 
    ), 
    'Page Permissions' => array ( 
        'Main Page' => array( 'group' => 'Reviewers' ), 
        'Help:Contents' => array( 
            'user' => 'Joe', 
            'override' => true 
        ) 
    ) 
  
); 

Don’t Override Permissions 
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With the plus sign in front, 
Help:Contents is approvable by 
User:Joe, Reviewers and sysops 

false

If 'override' is set to false, then
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
  
    'All Pages' => array ( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array(), 
        NS_USER => array() 
    ), 
  
    'Category Permissions' => array ( 
        'Approval Required' => array() 
    ), 
 
    'Page Permissions' => array ( 
        'Main Page' => array() 
    ) 
  
); 

Category Permissions 
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Pages with [[Category:Approval Required]] 
are now approvable by sysops 
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$egApprovedRevsPermissions = array ( 
  
    'All Pages' => array ( 'group' => 'sysop' ), 
 
    'Namespace Permissions' => array ( 
        NS_TEMPLATE => array(), 
        NS_USER => array() 
    ), 
  
    'Category Permissions' => array ( 
        'Approval Required' => array( 'property' => 'Is owner' ) 
    ), 
 
    'Page Permissions' => array ( 
        'Main Page' => array() 
    ) 
  
); 

Assigning Permissions by Property 

Adding [[Is owner::User:Sarah]] 
to an Approval Required page 
allows User:Sarah to approve 
that page 

25 September 2014 12      



Copyright © 2014 by United Space Alliance, LLC 

Can user add self as approver? 

Example: User:Vandal goes 
to the “Rome” page and 
adds: 

  [[Is owner::User:Vandal]] 

 

Question: Can User:Vandal 
approve the page? 

 

Answer: No* 
* provided there is already an approved revision. 

 

Same for categories 

25 September 2014 13      



Copyright © 2014 by United Space Alliance, LLC 

Create Templates! 

{{Approval Required 

  | Approvers = James Montalvo, Daren Welsh 

}} 
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File Approvals 
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For files, revisions are shown on the 
file page, not on the history page. 
The file itself is approved, not the 
page about the file. 
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Approved images display on pages 
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Special:ApprovedFiles 
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Special:ApprovedPages 
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Future Development 
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